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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study economic and social fundamental state of village
agricultural volunteers; 2) to study their knowledge of their role performance as a village agricultural
volunteer; 3) to study their role performance as a village agricultural volunteer; and 4) to study their
problems and suggestions on their role performance as a village agricultural volunteer.

The population in this study was 2,076 village agricultural volunteers in Chiang Mai Province.
186 samples were selected by using multi-stage random sampling methodology. The data collecting
process was interviewing the studied village agricultural volunteers. The statistical methodology used
to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
maximum value, minimum value, and range.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) it was found that almost all of village
agricultural volunteers in Chiang Mai Province were male and married. Their average age was 52.40
years. They were educated at primary level. The average quantity of their family members was 3.88
persons, while the average quantity of the labor in their family was 2.09 persons. Their occupation was
a farmer who had done rice farming or a gardener. Their average income obtaining from agricultural
section was 83,969.30 Baht/year, while their average income obtaining from non-agricultural section
was 83,234.74 Baht/year. Their average expenditure in agricultural section was 35,233.48 Baht/year.
More than a half of them had their family liability. The average of occupied area was 9.95 Rai. Most
of them were not a community leader except a volunteer in other agricultural sections, average at 2
types. 2) it was found that two-thirds of the studied village agricultural volunteers had knowledge of
their role performance at the most level, especially the role performance as a cooperator in transferring
knowledge to farmers in their village, arousing them to be formally registered as a farmer, and
announcing about plant enemies. 3) it was found that the studied village agricultural volunteers
performed their role at much level, they performed at the most level as a public relations officer who
aroused farmers in their village to be transferred knowledge and to be formally registered as a farmer,
helped and introduced farmers in their village to be registered as a farmer who raised economic plants
respectively. And 4) it was found that the studied village agricultural volunteers generally had
problems with their role performance at a little level, but they had suggestions on developing their role
performance at much level, especially in the issue of supporting them in performing suitable roles,
supplying them with tools and equipment which were necessary to their role performance, and
supplying them with necessary tools, equipment, and materials to set demonstration agricultural
patches in their village.

Keywords: Role, Performance, Village agricultural volunteer
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